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RICHARD LUGAR on foreign policy or
JERRY SOLOMON on veterans?

I, for one, do not want to undermine
the Constitution. I, for one, want a
blend of experience and people who
cannot be bought in this Chamber.

I do not support term limits. It un-
dermines the Constitution, and we
ought to stand up for what is right for
the American people and once and for
all put a limit on campaign spending.

f

CONTRACT WITH AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentlewoman from
Colorado [Mrs. SCHROEDER] is recog-
nized during morning business for 5
minutes.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, as
we are drawing near to this 100-day clo-
sure, I think it is very important to
talk about what we have done and look
at this.

I think for children what we have
done has been absolutely outrageous. It
is like we tied them to the tracks, the
railroad tracks, and let the contract
roll over them like it was a huge, huge
freight train.

Why do I say they were tied to the
tracks? Well, first of all, we did things
that were not quite as serious, I sup-
pose, but the taking away of things or
the cutting of the wings of Big Bird
and some of the only decent program-
ming on television, cutting of nutrition
programs all across the board, the ab-
solute zeroing out of summer jobs for
adolescents in the city, strangling the
National Service Program which was a
way many young people got their col-
lege education. We absolutely almost
zeroed that out totally, attacking
math and science programs in the pub-
lic schools when heaven only knows we
need that, taking on student loans, one
of the main ways that young people
today are able to get their college edu-
cation.

Yes, all of those things have been put
on the table, and all of those things
have been chopped during this first 100
days. And why? Why? To create this
great crown jewel of the contract, tax
cuts, tax cuts for the special interests
that sent people here. It is tax cuts for
the rich, and the kids pay the bill.

And I think there is something ter-
ribly wrong with that math, and so I
am not happy about this first 100 days.

But there is another part of this first
100 days that I think is very troubling.
For everyone else in the contract, this
contract went rolling along like mad,
but when it came to the politicians’ in-
terests, the contract comes to a
screeching halt.

Watch it come to a screeching halt
today on term limits. You are going to
find that is the one area of the con-
tract they are going to decide to amend
or play with or whatever.

Now I do not happen to be for term
limits. I believe the Constitution and
this great Republic have lived over 200
years without this and so I do not

think it needs to be there. But many
people played on the cynicism that was
out there and said this was important.

And yet we are seeing cynicism piled
up at the door of this body every single
day. We are seeing admissions in Time
magazine that they are letting special
interests into Members’ offices to write
the legislation and to write amend-
ments.

Never seen that before. Absolutely
rotten, I think. And that may be why
kids were on the line. They do not have
anybody giving big money that could
get into Members’ offices and write
this legislation.

We saw the gift ban turned down. On
the very, very first day of this body,
the gift ban got turned down. Nobody
wanted to stop the gifts. Well, I did,
and I think that is an important re-
form that we needed.

We have seen nothing moving on
campaign finance reform that the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio was talking about
that is so important. And we have seen
the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct play all sorts of games with
the rules. They have changed the rules.
And we see ethics violations that are
allegedly being piled up at the door,
and nothing happening.

So it is very interesting. For every-
one else, you are going to get your
crown jewel. Special interests, you are
getting to write the legislation. The
kids are going to pay the bill. And for
politicians things aren’t going to
change.

I do not think that is what the Amer-
ican people had in mind when they
started into this whole contract. But I
certainly hope they look at this and
look at it very carefully.

Because I think if we are going to see
more of this after this 100 days, we are
in deep trouble in this country as we
are breaking all sorts of commitments
we shouldn’t be breaking to the only
hope we have for the next century and
that is our children, that is our young
people, and to treat them this way and
this rashly in the name of paying back
the folks who paid the campaign win-
ners’ bills in the last election is posi-
tively wrong morally and every other
way.

f

TERM LIMITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentleman from Flor-
ida [Mr. MCCOLLUM] is recognized dur-
ing morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. I have heard quite a
bit of discussion our here today about
all the pain that is going on. I have not
seen much of it, quite frankly, in the
first 100 days except the difficulty of
spending the hours that it takes for us
to write those programs into law, at
least get them passed through the
House and sent on to the Senate that
we promised as Republicans in the
campaign to do.

As you know, I am sure my col-
leagues do, nothing that we have sug-

gested is all that dramatic a departure
except that we are sending things back
to the States where I think, and most
of us on this side think, that there is
much greater wisdom about how to do
those things than there is here in
Washington, especially things like
crime fighting, which is primarily
local, and welfare which can be best
handled by those back home who know
how to do it.

But the money and the resources are
going back there. Nobody is going to be
destitute because of what we are doing,
a lot of hand wringing going on about
what we have not gotten to. Well, gosh,
we have done more in the first 100 days
than any Congress in 50, 60, 70 years
has, maybe in the history of this coun-
try.

But I come to the point of what we
are going to discuss today and tomor-
row as the legislative agenda, and that
is term limits.

Some on the other side of the aisle,
including a couple of the speakers this
morning, have alluded to the idea
somehow we are not going to be able to
fulfill this part of the contract. I do
not know if we are going to get to 290
votes, but I know if about 50 percent of
the Democrats would help us, we would
get there.

We have 85 percent or better of the
Republicans who are going to vote for
term limits out here, hopefully vote for
final passage. I believe they will on
whatever version. But in order to suc-
ceed it takes two-thirds of the Con-
gress.

We have only 230 Republicans. And
quite a number, 30 or more, out of con-
viction really genuinely do not believe
in term limits, are going to vote no.

We need to get a balance on the other
side. Fifty percent is at least what it is
in the populous out there. Because
with nearly 80 percent of the American
public supporting term limits, we know
that is evenly divided between Demo-
crats and Republicans in the general
public, but it has not been in this
House.

And maybe that is a reflection of
why this is the first time in history we
have had a term limits debate out here.
The Democrats have controlled the
U.S. House of Representatives for 40
consecutive years, and only with a lot
of pressure in the last Congress did
they even hold hearings in committee,
let alone consider bringing a bill to the
floor of the House for debate that
would provide a constitutional amend-
ment to limit the terms of House and
Senate Members.

It is time to make this change. It is
time to do it deliberatively. And let’s
think about why for a minute.

First of all, if we look back in his-
tory, the Founding Fathers of this
country could not have envisioned
when they wrote the Constitution the
kind of full-time Congress we have
today or the career orientation that
Members have developed.

If you think about it, Congressmen in
the early days, in fact for the first 100-
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